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ATTORNEY GENERAL DONATES COMPUTERS

   The Senior Alert Network for Crime Prevention. �����
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Kentucky Senior Snooper

   The Senior Alert Network for Crime Prevention.������������
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The Attorney General’s  OFFICE OF SENIOR PROTECTION

“Hush!  It’s a family matter!”
It doesn’t happen often
anyway...or does it?

Power of Attorney is one of
the most effective legal
instruments to help those
who, permanently or
temporarily, are unable to
take care of their financial or
legal decisions themselves.
Unfortunately, according to
one legal expert, it is also one
of the easiest ways to take
advantage of someone, and
senior citizens are the most
frequently at risk.

“It’s one of the most hidden
problems in America.  It’s just
not talked about, because it
usually involves family
members,” says Allison
Connelly, a practicing law
professor at UK Law School.
“No one really wants to cast
suspicion.”

That’s why Representative
Susan Westrom filed House
Bill 387.  “Right now, the law
really doesn’t demand any
accountability from these
individuals.  It’s not a
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Frank D. Greenwell

Soon to be 120 years old!
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by Senior Protection Director Jeff LaGrew
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pleasant thought that a
family member might take
advantage of an aging parent
or other relation, but
occasionally it happens, and
when it does, it’s appalling.
With this accountability also
comes protection from
harassment for the attorney
in fact, from other parties,
who have not been given this
responsibility,” says Westrom.
“We are fortunate that most
people take these powers
very seriously and are willing
to provide evidence of a clear
conscience.  HB 387 is
intended to insure that both
sides are protected.”  (At time
of printing, HB 387 was under
review by the House Judiciary
Committee.)

What to do in the meantime?
Contact a lawyer, who is
representing you, before
signing anything. The
responsibilities and powers
should be clearly identified
for everyone’s comfort.  Even
though this may never
happen in your family, clearly
defined boundaries will set
comfort zones for all
involved.
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Attorney General Ben Chandler honoring Mrs. Georgia Parrish
 (age 109) in the new milleniium.
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